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Copyright © NAMS, Inc.  All rights reserved worldwide.

No part of this material may be used, reproduced, distributed or transmitted in any form 
and by any means whatsoever, including without limitation photocopying, recording or 
other electronic or mechanical methods or by any information storage and retrieval 
system, without the prior written permission from the author, except for brief excepts in 
a review.

This material is intended to provide general information only.  Neither the author nor 
publisher provide any legal or other professional advice.  If you need professional advice, 
you should seek advice from the appropriate licensed professional.  This material does 
not provide complete information on the subject matter covered.  This material is not 
intended to address specific requirements, either for an individual or an organization.  

This material is intended to be used only as a general guide, and not as a sole source of 
information on the subject matter.  While the author has undertaken diligent efforts to 
ensure accuracy, there is no guarantee of accuracy or of no errors, omissions or 
typographical errors.  Any slights of people or organizations are unintentional.  

Any reference to any person or organization whether living or dead is purely 
coincidental.  The author and publisher shall have no liability or responsibility to any 
person or entity and hereby disclaim all liability, including without limitation, liability for 
consequential damages regarding any claim, loss or damage that may be incurred, or 
alleged to have been incurred, directly or indirectly, arising out of the information 
provided in this material. 
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10 Famous Logos… With Their 
Hidden Meanings

Amazon

The online retailer. Notice how the arrow beneath the logo jumps from a to z 
– signifying that the retailer sells everything… from a to z!

Toblerone

The chocolate bar. It’s easy to see the image of the Matterhorn that’s printed 
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on every box of Toberlone… but had you noticed the bear within the mountain? 
The bear is there in homage to the symbol of Bern, Switzerland, where the 
chocolate is produced.

Sony Vaio

“Visual Audio Intelligent Organizer”, or PC. This logo celebrates the integration 
of analog and digital technology. The ‘VA’ is symbolic of an analog wave and 
the “IO” of a binary 1 0.

Goodwill Industries

The nonprofit organization. The Goodwill logo plays on perspective and can be 
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perceived as either lower case g, or a smiley face. Either way it gets the 
message across!

Fedex

The shipping giant. Notice the white arrow hidden between the E and X at the 
end of the logo. This is representative of moving forward and to the future.

IBM

The tech giant. Perhaps one of the most well-recognized logos ever created, 
the IBM logo was originally conceived in 1972. The horizontal stripes, as well 
as being memorable, are used to suggest ‘speed and dynamism’.
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NBC

The National Broadcasting Company. This logo coincides with the company’s 
motto to look forward and not back with the peacock’s head turned facing the 
right. It also represents the pride the company feels towards the programs it 
produces with the tail and colors presented.

Apple

Another tech giant. This is another incredibly popular and well-recognized 
logo… but not many know the story behind its creation. The apple itself is used 
to represent the fruit from the ‘Tree of knowledge’ – made famous by a bite 
from Eve.
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Mobil

The oil giant. This logo is a great example of the importance of colors in logos. 
The blue here is used to represent faithfulness and security, while the red 
within represents strength.

BMW

The car manufacturer. The BMW logo is a tribute to the work the company did 
during the Second World War in building aircraft engines for Germany. The 
white portion of the inner circle symbolizes propeller blades, and the blue 
represents the sky.
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